
367Administration of George W. Bush, 2005

next time, I was able to say, ‘‘Well, we didn’t 
take away your check.’’

But I’m still talking about it because I 
think it’s an issue we need to talk about. I 
think it’s an important issue. And the dynam-
ics have changed. Young people are begin-
ning to say, ‘‘What about my check? What’s 
going to be around for me?’’

This is a generational issue. People born 
from 1950 and before have nothing to worry 
about; the promise is going to be made. The 
fundamental question is, will the Congress 
have the will and the desire to work with 
the administration so that we can say to peo-
ple like Brian and Carlos and everybody else 
up here that are born after 1950, ‘‘We hear 
your voice, too. We know you’ve got a con-
cern, and we want to make sure this very 
important system, the retirement system, is 
modernized and reformed so you’ll have the 
safety net when you retire as well.’’

Listen, I want to thank you all for giving 
us a chance to discuss this. I want to thank 
our panelists. God bless. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:56 a.m. at the 
Westfield Armory. In his remarks, he referred to 
Mayor Gregory S. McDermott of Westfield, NJ; 
Maureen Ferguson, wife of Representative Mike 
Ferguson; President Hamid Karzai of Afghani-
stan; President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of 
the Palestinian Authority; President Jacques 
Chirac of France; and Crown Prince Abdullah of 
Saudi Arabia.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

February 26
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

February 28
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing and met with the National 

Security Council. Later, he met with Sec-
retary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Cardinal Nasrallah 
Boutros Sfeir, the Maronite Patriarch of An-
tioch and all the East, to the White House 
on March 16. 

March 1
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, in the Cabinet Room, 

the President met with congressional leaders 
to discuss his recent visit to Europe and for-
eign policy initiatives. 

March 2
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Arnold, 
MD. 

Later in the morning, the President re-
turned to Washington, DC. 

In the afternoon, in the Residence, the 
President met with Republican Members of 
the House of Representatives to discuss So-
cial Security reform. 

The President made additional disaster as-
sistance available to Alabama by authorizing 
an increase in the level of Federal funding 
for Public Assistance projects undertaken as 
a result of Hurricane Ivan. 

March 3
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government 
to discuss the political and security situation 
in Iraq. He then had an intelligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, he 
traveled to Langley, VA, where he had a 
briefing at the Central Intelligence Agency. 
Later, he returned to Washington, DC. 

Later in the afternoon, the President par-
ticipated in an interview with the Editorial 
Board of the New York Post. Later, he met 
with Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. 
He then participated in a photo opportunity 
with U.S. Senate Youth Program students. 

The White House announced that the 
President will host President Vicente Fox of 
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Mexico and Prime Minister Paul Martin of 
Canada in Texas on March 23. 

March 4

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister-des-
ignate Jose Socrates of Portugal to congratu-
late him on his party’s February 20 election 
victory. He then had an intelligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Newark, NJ, where, upon arrival at 
Newark Liberty International Airport, he 
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
John Herrmann. He then traveled to West-
field, NJ. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
South Bend, IN, where, upon arrival at South 
Bend Regional Airport, he met with USA 
Freedom Corps volunteer Lucy Kuminecz. 
He then traveled to Notre Dame, IN. 

Later in the afternoon, the President re-
turned to Washington, DC. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister 
Bertie Ahern of Ireland to the White House 
on March 17. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate David Garman to be Under Sec-
retary of Energy. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Christopher R. Hill to be Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Anthony J. Principi to be a member 
of the Defense Base Closure and Realign-
ment Commission and, upon confirmation, 
to designate him as Chairman. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Rudolph E. Boschwitz for the rank 
of Ambassador during his tenure of service 
as U.S. Representative on the Human Rights 
Commission of the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate E. Timothy Oppelt as Acting As-
sistant Administrator for Research and De-
velopment at the Environmental Protection 
Agency.

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted February 28

William Cobey, 
of North Carolina, to be a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority for a term ex-
piring May 30, 2010, vice John Paul Ham-
merschmidt, term expired. 

Linda Morrison Combs, 
of North Carolina, to be Controller, Office 
of Federal Financial Management, Office of 
Management and Budget, vice Linda M. 
Springer. 

John C. Dugan, 
of Maryland, to be Comptroller of the Cur-
rency for a term of 5 years, vice John D. 
Hawke, Jr., resigned. 

Christopher J. Hanley, 
of Maryland, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation for a term expiring De-
cember 17, 2006, vice George J. Kourpias, 
term expired. 

Nancy Ann Nord, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a Commis-
sioner of the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission for the remainder of the term expir-
ing October 26, 2005, vice Mary Sheila Gall, 
resigned. 

Nancy Ann Nord, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a Commis-
sioner of the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission for a term of 7 years from October 
27, 2005 (reappointment). 

Jeffrey Clay Sell, 
of Texas, to be Deputy Secretary of Energy, 
vice Kyle E. McSlarrow, resigned. 
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